
 
Dear friends, 
Like many of you, I have spent the last week attentively reading reports and listening to 
commentaries about the ongoing pandemic of coronavirus.  It has become increasingly apparent 
that the threat of coronavirus is quite significant and its rapid spread also poses a great strain 
upon our health system. Experts suggest that "social distancing" may slow down the transmission 
rate and lighten the load upon our health system. Out of a motivation to love our neighbor and 
serve the common good, we have determined to suspend gathered worship Sunday indefinitely. 
These are unprecedented times, which require unprecedented measures. Even still, the church 
will forsake her fundamental calling to worship the Triune God. As such, we will gather virtually 
through Zoom for corporate worship at 4:30PM every Sunday. We will also maintain our 
ResKids ministry through Zoom on Sunday mornings at 11:00AM. Sign up for our newsletter for 
additional announcements as to how we will order our lives together.  
 
Beyond these practical announcements, let me address a few matters that are important for the 
church to embrace amid this unique and uncertain time: 
 
1. Jesus reminds us that "in this life you will have trouble. But take heart, I have overcome 
the world." We must not be surprised or overcome by fear amid this pandemic. That doesn't 
mean we ought to be cavalier or unprepared for trouble. It simply means we must not fear trouble 
... even death.   In 1948, C.S. Lewis wrote a public letter "on living in an atomic age." In it he 
wrote, "Believe me, dear sir or madam, you and all whom you love were already sentenced to 
death before the atomic bomb was invented: and quite a high percentage of you were going to 
die in unpleasant ways." This message is quite fitting for Lent, where we collectively recognize 
that "from dust we are made and to dust we shall return." Whether our trouble is the 
Coronavirus, an atomic bomb, cancer, persecution, old age, or a car accident ... remember that 
Jesus has overcome our greatest troubles - even death itself - and is present with you by his Holy 
Spirit. In light of the resurrection, even our greatest fears mustn't consume or overwhelm us.  As 
the Apostle Paul reminds us, "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:6-
7) 
 
2. Love your neighbor as yourself. In our cultural crisis, which is different than other cultural 
crises (including the plagues of the early church or post-WWII England that Lewis was 
addressing in the letter mentioned above), love of neighbor does not mean "carry on" like 
normal. Love of neighbor in our city at this moment must certainly require behavior change. 
Two of the most important ways to love your neighbor are your personal hygiene and social 
distancing. Symptoms of Coronavirus take up to 14 days to manifest, so you may be carrying the 
virus without knowing it. As such, it is best that you continue to wash your hands and keep your 



distance from large groups. That said, we are social animals in desperate need of community 
during this strange season. I encourage you to check in on one another over text, email, and over 
the phone. Perhaps your community group could create a video conference call to share, pray, 
and study scripture together. Remember that this applies also to your neighbors who may or may 
not be Christian. Like you and me, they are scared, anxious, and confused. Reach out to them. 
Pray for them. Be creative in the way of love towards them.  
 
3. Even though we are not worshiping together this Sunday, I strongly encourage you to worship 
our risen and reigning King daily at home. Jesus is worthy, at all times, to receive our 
worship, love, and prayer. There are many ways to do this. Let me start by suggesting that you 
use our Lenten devotionals to guide you in your daily prayer.1 Even if you have not yet done this 
during Lent, consider starting now. In addition to this, I encourage you to sing hymns, pray the 
psalms, listen to sermons, and pray for the world. Your spiritual habits of prayer, sacred reading 
of scripture, reflection, and meditation will be crucial for your health and your neighbor's good 
during this disorienting time. 
 
Like many of you, I feel confused, a little anxious, and uncertain about how this is going to 
transpire. Thanks to a very helpful article, written by Andy Crouch,2 I was reminded by a 
question from the Heidelberg Catechism that I want to share with you: 
 
What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death— to my faithful Savior, 
Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from 
the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that not a hair can fall from my 
head without the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my 
salvation. Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and 
makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him. 
 
With much love, 
Pastor Joe Dewey 
Resurrection Brooklyn Heights 
	

																																																								
1	https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UpmF_NT73MkP96fELhrWKgfugRK110a/view?ts=5e57bb26	
2	https://journal.praxislabs.org/love-in-the-time-of-coronavirus-26aaeb0396e3 


